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Village Schools: Why Do They Become, What They

Are Today and What They Will Be Tomorrow?
YE Xiaoyang

Abstract: This paper is based on an educational anthropology thesis which
discusses the changes of Chinese village schools. Regarding village school as a
“state power in village” and “city imagination in village”, the author reveals that
public education in rural areas last century did not play its due role in rural ar-

as’ development, and village schools declined step by step. Students graduated
from village schools move away from the village, but could not reach the city ei-
ther. This paper attempts to make a discussion on “Why Chinese rural education
comes to today’s dilemma” and “Where is rural education going”.

Keywords: Rural education; village schools; “state power in village”;

“city imagination in village”



