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Causes and Effects of School Choice of the Students of Sinior High School in China
Chen Jinling Ding Yanqing Ye Xiaoyang

Abstract: Using data from a random sample of 2011 cohort students from 9 high schools in one province in
China, this paper estimates the causal effects of high school choice based on education production function. It is
found find that college entrance exam scores are significantly highly correlated with high school entrance exam
scores; after controlling the endogeneity of school choice using propensity score matching method and regression
discontinuity design, the elite high schools don’t have a significant positive effect on students who entered these
schools by school choice fees, but do have a positive effect on the marginal students whose high school entrance
exam scores are just above the admission cutoff. It is also found that student school choice propensity is highly
correlated with family income, parents’ occupations and education background.

Keywords: senior high school; school choice; propensity score matching; regression of discontinuity
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