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College Undermatch of Rural Students:

Evidence from Ningxia Gaokao Data

CHEN Si, DING Yan-ging. LIU Xiao, WU Yin-duo, YE Xiao-yang

Abstract. College undermatch describes that rural students tend to be admitted by
colleges with lower admissions scores than urban students do, even conditional on having
same Gaokao scores. Like in other countries, undermatch exists widely in China. Using
population Gaokao data from Ningxia Hui Autonomy District, this paper conducts detailed
analyses on the causes and consequences of rural students’ undermatched college choices. We
show that there is a remarkable rural-urban gap in college undermatch admissions,
particularly among high achieving students. The direct reason is that rural students are more
likely to apply for colleges with lower admissions scores, as they lack information about
colleges and majors.

Key words: Educational choice; college access; Gaokao; undermatch



