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The Impact of College Entrance Examination Reform on Admissions
Quality of the “Double First—Class” Construction Universities:
Evidence from Admissions Data from Zhejiang(2014-2020)

MA Liping' BU Shangcong' YE Xiaoyang®
(1. Peking University, Beijing 100871;
2. Brown University, Providence 02912)

Abstract: By using admissions data of the “Double First—Class” construction universities from Zhejiang
Province in 2014-2020, multiple strategies to equate students’ exam ranking, and an interrupted time series model,
this paper draws the following conclusions. Admissions quality of “Double First—Class” construction universities
declines before the reform, while gradually improves significantly after the reform. Majors in humanity, social
science, economics and business, engineering and comprehensive experimental class experienced an increase in
admissions quality significantly; popular majors increase more than unpopular majors; and the Double First—Class
Universities improves more than those universities of First—Class Disciplines. Besides, the unpopular majors in the
“Double First—Class” construction universities improves more than the popular majors in the universities of First—
Class Disciplines, which shows that students are more likely to prefer college quality in the tradeoff between college
quality and major popularity.

Key words: college entrance exam reform; “Double First—Class” construction universities; student quality;

college admissions; interrupted time series



