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Abstract: This study analyzed the impact of COVID-19 on professional identity of medical students using

OLS regression and instrumental variables. It used dataset from the National Clinical Medical Undergraduate
Survey that was conducted from February to March in 2020. The empirical results showed that 71.18% of clinical
medical students reported that they had strengthened the faith to be a doctor, which indicated that the pandemic
had a positive impact on medical students’ professional identity. Furthermore, the OLS results suggested that
attention to COVID-19, willingness to be a doctor before the pandemic, and participation of advisors or professors
in the fight against COVID-19 had a statistically significant positive effect on medical students’ professional
identity. Moreover, the interaction between attention and willingness is a statistically significant factor on the
association. Consistent results were obtained by using the epidemic data from various places as instrumental
variables. In conclusion, medical educators can be inspired from the pandemic and take active measures to develop
the professional identity of medical students.
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