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An Empirical Study on Students’ Academic Performance of Public
Funded Pre-service Teacher Programs: Based on the Administrative

Data of a Top-ranked Normal University in China

ZHANG Xinliang', SHI Yan®’, ZHENG Qi’, YE Xiaoyang', WANG Na’

(1. School of Education Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China;
2. Faculty of Education, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China;
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Abstract: Since its launch in 2007, the policy of the public funded pre-service teacher edu-
cation has been stabilized and has been playing a crucial role in optimizing teacher supplies and
promoting teachers’ professional development. However, some scholars and the public still
have some doubts about this policy, as there has not been enough rigorous evidence on the
effect of its implementation. To investigate the potential strong-start-but-weak-{inish phenom-
enon among pre-service teachers of free teacher education programs, this article analyzed
253 021 students’ coursework data from observations at a normal university directly affiliated
with the Ministry of Education. This paper adopted a fixed-effect model to control for the
course difficulty levels and variations in the instructors’ grading preferences to conduct overall
analyses on the difference in academic performance between pre-service teachers of {ree teacher
education programs and students in other majors during their 4 years of undergraduate studies.
Our results show that the former have better overall academic performance in their undergrad-
uate studies, and they perform significantly better than students in other majors in the first se-
mester, A further analysis of heterogeneity shows that pre-service teachers of free teacher ed-
ucation programs have better academic performance in pedagogical, selective, and general
courses, but academic performance in major-related courses are relatively poor throughout
their four years of undergraduate studies. While they perform significantly higher than
students in other majors in their freshman and senior years, the academic performance of soph-
omore and junior year has no significant advantages. This study reveals and discusses the po-
tential impact of the public funded pre-service teacher education policy.

Key words: the Public Funded Pre-service Teacher Education policy; academic perform-

ance; fixed-effect model; administrative data
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